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The READER. 


T | HE reader will ſee that this little Poem was in- 
tended to expoſe the Arminian hereſy, as the ground 


of all other errors, by bringing it to the ſtandard of 
truth, the divine attributes: an hereſy exalting proud, 


fallen, corrupted man, and fraught with ſuch erro- 
neous tenets as run counter to every perfection of the 
Deity. For the religion of nature riſes no higher 
than. that of forming a Gop like ourſelves, as the 
Pſalmiſt deſcribes, Pſal. cxv. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8. Even Vol- 
taire himſelf can obſerve, that ſinful men are for 
making Gop after their own image; and what ſort” 
of a God that muſt be, let Scripture and reaſon de- 


termine. Be the attainments of men ever ſo great, 


pet without His light, in whom the believer ſces light, 
they are till walking in a vain ſhew. They may take 


up a form by tradition from the fathers, as Papiſts, 
Mahometans, Jews, and others under different names, 
yet if they are not of thoſe that exalt CHRIST as the 
alone way of Gop's falvation, and if they do not 


totally abaſe the creature, both as to will and power, 15 
their religion is one and the ſame, ſtanding on the do : 


and live bottom. Phariſees of all denominations, are 


the ſame ſort of men under different forms, expect 
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ing future happineſs either in whole or in part on the 
footing of their own performances. How common 
is it with ſuch to rack their inventions, for flouriſhes 
of wit and ſophiſtry to exalt the creature, and to bring 
down the great Creator, repreſenting his ſovereignty 
and power as inferior even to thoſe of a potter! Rom. 
ix. 21. At other times repreſenting him as wiſhing, 
longing, intreating this and the other, in order to 
their eternal happineſs, but all to no purpoſe, and in 


the end, by ſome unforeſeen, accidental, unlucky 
turn, diſappointed. Thus putting Gop upon a level 
with that Heathen prince, who /aboured hard to the 
going « down of the fun to ſave . Daniel! and could not, Dan. 


vi. 14. Some to maintain a conſiſtency i in their 
ſyſtem have gone ſo far, as openly to deny his fore- 


knowledge, conſcious that if they allow him to have 


a ſure and certain preſcience of whatſoever ſhall 
come to paſs, all is granted that the Predeſtinarian 


requires; for a ſure and certain knowledge of things 


uncertain cannot be. Thus they limit the Almighty, 


and ſet bounds to his wiſdom and knowledge, Col. ii. 3. 


With man there are contingencies, but with the Al- 
mighty there are none; he declares the end from the 
beginning, and from antient times the things that are 
not yet done, c. Iſa. xlvi. 10. Pſal. cxxxix. 16. and 


xliv. 21. Acht xv. 18. Hence it appears, that the 


carnal mind is enmity againſt Gop, Rom. viii. J. 
James iv. 4. GoD is not in all their thoughts, P/al. 
X. 4. the world by wiſdom know not Gop, 1 Cor. 


iii. 19. neither do they deſire the knowledge of his 


ways, Fob xx1. 14. While ſuch are running counter 
to all the divine attributes, they are very forward in 
what 


PREFACE. © 


What they call reaſoning on the moral nature and 


fitneſs of things, arguing love into hate, wiſdom into 
folly, and truth into falſehood; placing their hope 


and confidence, for a future well being, on a mixture 
of their own endeavours, and the mercy of Gon, 
without having a ſingle eye to CHRIST, as the righte- 
ouſneſs of his people, and as the alone propitiatory | 


ſacrifice for fin. Whilſt they are under ſuch mif- 


taken notions, reſpecting both Gop and themſelves, - 


it is no wonder to hear them making uſe of ſuch ex- 
preſſions as theſe, © make your peace with Gon, 
c make him your friend, ſecure his love, and eternal 
« happineſs to yourſelves; get grace, get faith, make 


« and. keep covenant, get an intereſt in CHRIST, 


«every one make clean his own heart,” with much 
more of the ſame ſtamp, which at beſt is but bidding the 
dead man take care of the cart. Proceeding on a ſup- 


poſition that men are capable of chooſing and acting 
in ſuch a manner, as to move the Firſt Mover from 
à love of pity and good will (as they term it) to a 


love of complacency and delight, and that they, for 
their uſeleſs ſervices, are to be rewarded with eternal 


life hereafter, without conſidering either the prin- 
ciple from whence, or the tendency of their good 
works falſely ſo called; overlooking or miſapplying 


thoſe texts of Scripture, that ſpeak of man as he 


comes into the world in a natural ſtate, altogether - 
unprofitable, all gone out of the way, filthy and un-- 
clean, the imagination of his heart continually evil, 


not one that doth good no not one, &c. 


A We 


8 PREFACE. 
We hold it unreaſonable to talk of free gifts gained 

by thoſe on whom they are beſtowed, or to tell of 
an ill ordered covenant by Wiſdom itſelf, and liable 
to be fruſtrated by the creature at pleaſure. We be- 
lieve it unreaſonable to exhort unregenerate men as 
ſuch to perform ſpiritual acts; yea, we believe it 
equally unreaſonable with exhorting a dead corps to 
riſe and perform the functions of a living man; we 
believe it as unreaſonable to imagine that mens” actions 
move Go to love them, as to ſay,that the moving of 
the tree cauſes the wind to blow. We conclude it 
highly unreaſonable to affirm, that any ſhall eter- 

nally periſh for not believing in CHRIST as their co- 
venant head, ſurety, and Saviour in particular, or 
for not putting that grace into exerciſe which the 
Supreme never gave them, (for all men have not faith 
2 Theſſ. iii. 2.) but for their offences committed 
| * the moral law. 


It is a real Chriſtian, and he only, who 1 
the depravity of his nature, can diſcern and reliſh 
the glorious harmony and fitneſs in the ſcheme of 
| ſovereign, immutable, and unconditional grace, a 

ſcheme which alone is worthy of Divine Wiſdom for 
its contriver. Theſe words of our Lok, „ give unto 
them eternal life, and they ſhall never periſh,” John 
x. 28. compared with 1 Jobn v. 2. carry more ſolid 
comfort and certainty in them, than all the ſuppoſed 
uncovenanted mercy of Gop, dependent on the 
actions of the creature, talked of by Mr. Weſley. 
What 1s all he has advanced in his inconſiſtent piece 
againſt the final perſeverance of the ſaints, to that of 


the 


PREFACE. - 


the ſure mercies of David, Ja. lv. 3. compared with 


As xiii. 34. What better fitneſs than life for dead 
ſinners, eyes for the blind, ears for the deaf, and 
ſtrength for the impotent? mercy and truth here 
meet together, righteouſneſs and peace kiſs each 
other, juſtice is ſatisfied, mercy is extended, and the 

ſinner eternally ſaved. 


* | | ö | o | | | * * | 
For a concluſion of this matter, the Arminian may 
ſee his own picture of ancient date in the Antedelu- 

vians, who had the ſame idea of the deluge and 


ark, as they have now of ſalvation by ſovereign grace 
alone; though every blow Noah gave to the ark in 


-pinning it together, declared him a preacher of righte- 


onuſneſs, as the ark was typical of him in whom alone 
is ſafety ; but when the water came up to their chins, 


they could not then think he had been dreaming one 


hundred and twenty years, and when the flood ſwept 
them away, whatever was their dependence ſhort of 
CnRIST, it could benefit them no more than the bones 
of a dead ſaint, which the Papiſts carry about them. 


In my lightly treating the idea ſome form of the 
object of worſhip, I muſt obſerve with reverence to 
the only wiſe Gop, it is lawful to ſet at naught all 
others, or all thoſe falſe ideas, which are diſhonour- 
able to his nature and perfections. If this is called 
an error in me, I think I can prove myſelf in good 
company; the prophet Elijah, having to do with 


much ſuch a ſet of people, ied language to 22 


ſame purport. 
E : 


As 


Ky re. 2 
n 2 


vii PREFACE. 

As to that malignant hymn referred to in the 
poem, I would give the reader the beſt account of 
it I am able; but the practice of Meſſts. John and 
Charles Weſley, has been ſo intricate, that it is dif- 
ficult to aſcertain who was the real author, any far- 
| ther than noted below; In the title pages of ſome 
performances, (ſaid by their followers to be theirs) 


the words publiſhed by, are placed before the name; 


the Foundery, near Upper Moorfields. But there is 
one inſtance of . Weſtey's plagiariſm and unfair- 
neſs, too glaring to be paſſed over here, (Which I 

| have reafon to believe, is not the only one of the 


loge between a Predeſtinarian and his Friend; in the 
title page it. is ſaid, publiſhed by F. Weſley, in the 
year 1741.. He would have done juſtice to the real 
author, had he called thoſe the fecond and third 


editions. For it was written by Mr. Grantham of 


Norwich, and firſt printed in the year 1696, who 
intitled it, A Dialogue between a Preſbyterian and 
a Baptiſt,” where Mr. Weſley has done nothing but 
tranſcribed that dialogue, fo far as ſuited his purpoſe, 
altering the title, and prefixing his own name to it ; 
this by the way, ſavours more of pride than perfection, 
as it ſeems, he would have the world believe him to 
be well read in the ancient fathers, ſome of whom are 
there quoted; but upon comparing Mr. Grantham's 

old publication, with Mr. Weſteꝰs new one, where 

Mr. Grantham has omitted chapter, page, and line, 

in the fathers, ſo likewiſe has Mr. Veſley. What, 


in, ſome, it ſtands by John Weſley, M. 4. in others, 


in others, the printer's name only, and to be ſold at 


| ſort) Lhave ſeen a firſt. and ſecond edition of a Dia- 
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PREF A e E. ix 
dares not J. Weſley; M. A. late fellow of Lincoln- 


College, Oxford, an ordained prieſt of the Church of 
England, attack the Predeſtinarians without pilfering 


from a Diſſenting Baptiſt ? But when I conſider the 


unmerciful laughter he has made among the works 
of many great authors of the two laſt centuries, in 


what he calls a Chriſtian Library, I think of that 


text, ye have need of patience, Heb. x . 36. There the 


reader may ſee, the Martyrs martyr'd, and the Pu- 
ritans pillag'd over again; even the worthy Mr. John . 


Bunyan's Pilgrim, could not eſcape his caſtrating 
pen. The poor Pilgrim, if not maſſacred, is at leaſt 
turned into a trading pedlar. A book which in it- 


ſelf, as it came from the pen of the venerable tinker, 


is a choice, uniform piece of Chriſtian experience, 


not to be added to, unleſs it were by one of fingular 
grace, and of an equally fruitful genius; and who- 
ever curtails ten lines of it, may be ſaid to detract _ 
from its ſymetry and beauty, which I ſhould think, 


nothing but ignorance and pride could prompt any 


perſon to attempt. But no more of this, 


Oh may I never, though diftreſ#d for bread, 
Beguile the living, much leſs rob the dead ! 


I might have brought a cloud of witneſſes from the 
Scripture in the margin and enlarged this poem with 
many things of this kind, but hope this will induce 
ſome abler hand, who has more leiſure, to a larger 
work of this ſort“. 


If, 


* See Zanchius, on Abſolute Predeſtination, with a diſ. 


* PREFACE. 
If any on the oppoſite fide ſhould take upon them 
it to animadvert upon this, it is to be hoped they will 
ii make ſome acknowledgment concerning the object 
of their adoration, whether he is, or is not, infinite 
| in all his divine perfeCtions ? and ſuch an attempt, 
'i' if worthy of attention, ſhall be duly attended to.— 
| | Farewell. | 
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courſe on tlie Divine Attributes, tranſlated by the author of 
the Church of England Vindicated from the Obacht of Ar- 
minianilm, lately publiſhed. „ 
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THE 
PERFECTIONS or GOD, &c. 
A POEM. 
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HEN truth's beſet by daring foes, 
Duty obliges to oppoſe, 

Ince many errors now abound, 
And vice is ſpread the nation round. 


Shall WESLEY ſow his hurtful tares, 
And ſcatter round a thouſand ſnares; _ 
Telling how Gop from wrath may turn, 
\nd love the ſoul he thought to burn; 
and how, again, his mind may move 
o hate, where he has vow'd to love; 
How all mankind he fain would fave, 

et longs for what he cannot have ; 
ho looks for fruit from every one, 
here he no ſeeds of grace hath ſown, 
xpeCting thorns and thiſtles might 


Weld grapes and figs to his delight; 


duſtrious thus to ſound abroad 
diſappointed, changing Gop ? 

Thus he beguiles his num'rous train, 
'ho fondly hug the tirefome chain ; 


E oO 
But while thoſe treach'rous paths they tread, 


Their money's ſpent for huſks, not bread: 
Vain is their hope, their ſtrength is ſpent 3 


For what will yield them no content. B 

Yet of good works they fondly boaſt; II. 

This Siſter's perfect, that almoſt“. 4 

Sure their perfection muſt ſound odd, T 
Who worſhip an imperfe& Gop! V 

Can hell more ſtrong deluſion find? A; 

Or Rome impoſe upon mankind? J 80 

_ HA 

O Bigotry ! diſtreſſing thought! In 


What ills haſt thou on mankind brought? Bu 
Thy pow'r is ſeen in church and ſtate, I. 
'Thine's fooliſh love, and furious hate; W 
'Theſe two extremes are always ſeen, III 
Nor moderation ſteps between IT 
Where will thy ftrange contentions end, IH. 
Thou Reaſon's foe, Sedition's friend? 
Who can thy captive-ſlaves reſtore ? 
When wilt thou die, and rife no more? 
While we attempt thy bands in vain, ) 
There's none but G 0D can break thy chain, [ 
Who haſt thy tens of thouſands flain. 
| We long theſe peaceful days to ſee, 
When he ſhall riſe and ſcatter thee. 
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* Alluding to the doctrine of inherent perfection, ſtrangely Diß 
preached up by the two Weſleys', and as ſtrangely imbibed by Anc 
their credulous followers. Vide, Preface of their Hymn Book, W 
publiſhed in 1740; and ſeveral are ſo deluded as to declare they h 

have not ſinned in thought, word, or deed ; ſome for months, Bee: 
and ſome for years. Theſe are moſtly females, - > il 


1 - 
I ' * 


F Now rouſe from ſleepy ſloth, my pen; 
Be truth thy theme, lit looſe from men; 
Bold in thy Maker's cauſe appear, 

Let furies rage, or critics ſneer: 
Arminian faction firſt ſurvey, 
The growing evil of the day; 
Where man's extoll'd in power and ſkill, 
And Gop ſubſervient to his will: | 
Such boaſt they've reaſon for their guide, 
And how things fit on every ſide; 

Inn their own eyes their ways ſeem right: 

tt But let us bring them to the light, 

here ſearch them out, that all may ſee 
What name for ſuch will-beſt agree. 
Though many different ſeas we find, 

Iwo claſles take in all mankind. 

„ e that a ſovereign God obeys 

I And through a Mediator prays, 

If hell oppoſe, or men blaſpheme, 

Chriſtian ſhall ſtand his proper name: 

But he who owns no Gop at all, 

„ At preſent we will Atheiſt call. 


What ſhall T ſay, O ftupid, blind! 
Who hold Chriſt rar/or'd all mankind : 

I xet ſome are loſt for whom he dy'd; 
Now Pray how was Wi/dom here employ'd? 
I hut ſome, to ſet this matter clear, 
anzdy Diſpenſe with God's foreknowledge here; 

/ And ſay, He can't know certainly, _ ' 
they Who would, or who would not, comply; 
nonths, ¶ Becauſe the creature here acts free, 
Ind %s might not, or that might be. 


4 SS But 


1 140 


But while they boaſt they've power at eaſe, 
To do, or not, uſt as they pleaſe ; 
Still one of theſe muſt ſurely hit, 

If do a Thing, they can't omit ; 

Let if they're free in doing one, 

The other's ſurely let alone ; 

And Gop did certainly foreknow, 
That they'd omit, and his they'd do; 
He views the riſe and end of things, 
From ſparrows up to pompous kings. 
The death of CHRIST we plainly find 
Fell out as was before deſign'd. 


Thy ſeed,*to Abra'm, Gop declares, 
Shall ſerve within a land not theirs; _ 
And whom they ſerve ſhall uſe them ill, 
Whilſt they four hundred years fulfil; 
Then will 1 judge their great offence, 
And, with much treaſure, bring thine thence; 
And thou in peace ſhall quit this ſtage, 

Be buried in a good old age. | 


Caan any one his preſcience doubt, 
Who reads how every caſe fell out ? 


| They may their random ſcheme advance, 
bl And talk of things that fell by chance; 


118 But aſter all I'd have them know, 
Wich the Supreme it can't be ſo. 

"= To ſolve the point let this ſuffice; 
18 If thiags from his omniſcient eyes 
ll Lie hid, that ſhall to-morrow be, 


All that's to-day he cannot ſee: | * 
oh 0 


MN My 
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C89 3 
aſe, For then to-morrow he'll know more; 
So can't be what he was before. 


Redeem'd by blood, yet fent to hell! 
Strange to conceive, and ſtrange to tell! 
Dare Satan vie with Gop for might, 
Or can he rob him of his right? 
Did he ſo far with man prevail, 
To make his firſt intentions fail ; 
And fink his workmanſhip to nought, 
Had he not found a ſecond thought. 
How comes it that his will is croſt, 
Would have all ſav'd, yet ſome are loſt? 
Can diſappointment thus commence 
With him who is Omnipotence ? 
11, If ſuch a caſe ſhould e'er fall out, 
I ' Tis want of power in him no doubt. 


ence Some turn to us, and thus reply, 
2 * You often ſay, Gop cannot die, 
| Nor yet his promiſe falſify:“ „ 
Hence they conclude, and baſely too, 
There's things above his power to do. 


Thus they reverſe the argument, 

ance, Fut weakneſs for Omnipotent : 
; Iwould prove him weak ſhould this prevail, 
No need of power to err or fail; 7 
Errors to finful worms belong, 


Becauſe they're weak, not *cauſe they're 
ſtrong. 5 85 


Did Js us bleed and ſuffer ſeorn, 
For all that were and ſhould be born? 


B 2 Sure 


[| i 
1 Sure 7u/iice could not here do well, ] 
{| To make him ſmart for thoſe in hell ; ( 
4. And {till in torment ſuch detain, | 
1 Jo make them pay their debt again. | 
bt If fo, 'tis obvious teach view, N 
* One of theſe two muſt needs be true; 
1 That juſtice is unjuſt become, 
N Or CHRIST has poorly paid for ſome. . 
if 
[1 If creatures heav'n in part obtain, 
5 Mercy for helpleſs fouls is vain : ] 
Mercy and merit can't unite, ] 
For one mult flee the other's ſight: 
For, if falvation's of the LoRD, 
The creature can no help afford ; ( 
If they 1n this great work have ſhare, 8 
How many SAVIOURS then are there? I 
And if a SAVIOUR's not alone, 8 
Surely in fact there can be none. : 
If faints may fail and come to nought, \ 
When efhcacious Grace is wrought, I 
07 This gift muſt be imperfect then, 4 
1 And hurtful to the ſouls of men. 1 
1 Who can maintain that Gop is juſt, \ 
1 Or in his Grace put all their truſt? ; 
4 Or is the caſe determin'd by 1 
The creature's acts of piety? ?, 
1 Then why to grace ſuch trophies raiſe? A 
bh My well-diſpoſed /e, take praife. T 
If Gop don't love till man begins 1 
To know himſelf, or lothe his fins, 1 
BE How 


( : t7 ) 


How comes blind man himſelf to know, 
Or whence doth his repentance flow? 
BE 1s't from himſelf, or from above; 
The effect of fear, or that of love? 
1 the beloved puts it thus, 
e love, becauſe he firſt lov'd us. 


« He loves, though in a diſſerent way, 
T will much increaſe as I obey; 
But when I from my duty fall, 
He loves me leſs, or not at all.” 


But ſome proud boaſter here will ſay, . 


Such love as this muſt needs diſcover 
Great imperfection in the lover. 
Shall GoD adopt the creature's plan, 
Like and diſlike the ſelf-ſame man? 

Such thoughts as theſe are far below 

The Gop my ſoul deſires to know. 
Were not my future crimes foreſeen, q 
When mighty Grace ſtept in between? 1 
I was but duit, he knew full well, = 
And could do nothing but rebel; = 
That did not hinder his deſign, | 
Whole love's the ſame, and can't decline: 
Twas love begun, and ſhall proceed; 

He will not break the Sr reed. 


„„ If once belov'd, ſuch ever ſhall; 
Y A changing god's no god at all. 
In Nineveh of old we find 
He chang'd affairs, not chang'd his mind; 
To will a change, and change his will, 
How | Differ as much as good and ill. 5 
RL If 


1 
If in his love he ſhould decline, 
Where do his power and goodneſs ſhine? 
If he from good to better grow, | 
He can't eternally be ſo; 
Should infinite be laid aſide, 
Or one perfection be denied, 
Who could the Chriſtian's cauſe maintain? 
Or who could right from wrong explain? 
If mutable, unwiſe, and weak, _ 


Then worſhip's falſe, and all's to ſeek. 
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Should I their changing god addreſs, 

What ground have I to hope ſucceſs? 
How can I pray to ſuit his mind, 

Who turns and wavers as the wind? 

For what to-day he may approve, 
Perhaps to-morrow's loſt his love. 

Should he be talking, how can I 
Expect he'll hearken to my cry? 

Or, if purſuing, then I doubt 

1 ncer ſhall find his winding out: 

If on a journey, I ſhould fear 
He cannot at a diſtance hear; 

And if I call aloud, I may 
Give great oftence another way: 

Perhaps in fleep he's clos'd his eyes, 

And will be touchy if he riſe: 

How can my foul direct her pray'r, 
Who knows not how, nor when, nor where! 
This and the Heathen's god's the ſame, 
They differ nothing but in name. 
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A log of wood may ſerve as well, 
And of the two it muſt excel: | 
M here'er 
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Where'er I ſet it, there it ſtands, 

Nor need I fear its eyes or hands: 

It ne'er exerts its pow'r in vain, 

Nor loves and hates, and loves again; 
Whate'er it knew it ne'er forgot; 
Admits no error, changes not: 

n? | Whene'er it ſpeaks it is obey'd, 

1? Nor can its councils be betray'd. 


Are theſe the men who boaſt their ſcheme, 
And put good works in high eſteem ? 
Then man's free agency extol, | 


How wiſe ! how great! and good withal ! 
He's free to thooke what's good or ill, 
Clogg'd with no bias on his will. 

The doctrines thus of Grace abuſe, 
And this reproachful language ule: 
Were I an object of his choice, 

I'd give a loole to every vice: 

For thoſe who hold it, often ſay, 
Gop can't refuſe or put away. 

Why need I read, or pray, or faſt, 
If *twont ſecure me heaven at laſt: 
Hence all religion from my ſight, 

If I can't be a gainer by't.” 

A ee argument to prove 

Such ftrangers to conſtraining. love. 


gere? Aſk them the way to reſt and bliſs, 


* Good works, (they tell you) cannot miſs.” 


This is the all they have to bring, 
They know the name, but not the thing. 


'B4 How 


re'er 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


{ 
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How mercenary is their end, 

While they to holineſs pretend? 

They think they're good, if they refrain 

From ſin becauſe of future Dans -... 

As tho' th' Eternal did approve 

Works better done from fear than love. 

If all they do's thro? fear of hell, 

If they're > aol works, they're not done well. A 

1s this the end of all their toil? 
Where's their obedience all this while? 
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WW Their n 8 right, thy'd have us know; ; 
0 Tis reaſon, reaſon tell's them ſo: 
Wi Reaſon ſhall guide them on their way, . 
l And all their actions rightly ſway. 
They tell us, they've a r1 1 0 to chooſe, 
This their familiar, that — 5 5 
Ibis they Il exalt, while that lies low: 
But Gop's un juſt if he do ſo. 
1 Zure theſe fro Reaſon's path muſt ſtray, 
Or who is Sovereign GoD or they! : 
All creatures here they will deſtroy, 
For fooliſh ſport and luxury; 
1 But God his promiſe mult out- do, 
T3. Or he's unwile and cruel too: 
Fior no ſuch promiſe can I find, 
As ſpecial grace to all mankind. 
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They tell us, © all ingroſs his care, 
Alike bis love and mercy ſhare; 
And all alike ſhall have fair play, 


To {ave or caſt their ſouls away. 
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If. 


20 03. 
If this be true, I fain would know, 
How they account for things below? 
Why one ſhould to a ſceptre riſe, 
That on a dunghill lives and dies? 
Why 7h:s ſhall fill a chair of fate, ; 
5 While that ſhall ſuffer ſcorn and hate? 
all Why one in health and vigour 1 
el. Another groans out all his days! 
Why one ſhall live an ancient lire, 
And that in tender years expire?. 
Another eminently wile, 
While there a grov'ling idiot lies? 
Then, next, why 7empers. diſagree, 
Why ſome reſerv'd, and ſome are free? 
Some heat of paſhon ſeldom know, 
And ſome are. almoſt always ſo? 
Why ſome enjoy their native iſle, 
And others languiſh in exile? 
Why golpel-light is Britain's lot, 
And the wild Indians have it not? 


Does man's ſalvation then depend 1 
On what's his own to recommend? 
Is't in tht endowments of the mind? 
Then why are all to vice inclin'd? 
Why all who would this bleſſing gain, 
Are ſure to will and run in vain? 
Old Zaac's will to Eſau's bent, 
And Ej/au's will's as much intent; 
Rebecca's will to Jacob turns, 
And Jacob's will as eager burns: © 
FEfau muſt hunt rhe fields with care, | 
If And hopes to meet the bleſſing there; [ 
bo . Jacob 


( 22 ) 
Facob thoſe meaſures would forbid, 
And runs to gain it with a kid: 
They will at home, hoſe run abroad, 
But yet the bleſſing's all of Gop, 
 Who'as pow'r to ſave alive or kill, 
And Will have mercy where he will: 
Some he'll give up to their heart's luſt, 
And in ſo doing ſtil be juſt, e 


This awful truth they cannot ſee, 
But call't a horrible decree; 
And this concluſion farther draw, 
God's ſov'reign act's the devil's law. 


Bluſh! Meſley, bluſh! be fill'd with ſhame! 
Doom thy vile poem“ to the flame: 
What tongue thy horrid crime can tell? 
Put ſaints to ſing the ſong of hell! 
Haſte hence to Rome thy proper place; 
Why ſhould we ſhare in thy difgrace? 
We need no greater proof to ſee 
Thy blaſphemies with her's agree. 


What 


* I cou'd the devil's law receive, 
Unleſs reftrain'd by thee, | 

I cou'd (good God!) I cou'd believe 
The HORRIBLE DECREE. 


Hymn the 6th, page 2oth. Intitled, On Gop's Everlaſting 
Love. London, printed by W. Strahan, and fold at tne Foun- 
dery, near Upper Moorfieids. It appears there are two books 
of hymns bearing this title, the other printed at Briſtol, in the 
the year 1741, with that preſumptuous maſter- piece of iniquity in 
it, called, The Horrible Decree, Both books allowed, by the 

followers of the Weſley's, to be wrote by one or both of them. 
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| What ſoul to hell for nought is ſent? 


Is preterition puniſhment ? 


Sure ſin's the cauſe, not paſſing by, 


Why any ſhall in torment lie. 

If ſuch as children wern't foreknown, 
He'll not deny them what's their own. 
He but forbears to make them live, 
Withholds what he's not bound to give. 
Does he incline their hearts to vice, 
Or do they freely ſin by choice? 

Is he unjuſt in letting thee 

Abuſe, defame his wile decree? 

No, rather 'tis their happineſs 

Who are reſtrain'd from this exceſs: 
Shew me where he his promiſe fails, 
Before thy 6/a/phemy prevails? 


If theſe can't with thy judgment ſquare, 


God's ways are equal, leave it there: 
Reaſon is loſt in ſhewing why, 

Tis only ſolv'd in /oureignty. 

So he will grace on ſome beſtow, \ 

And this is reaſon good to o | 


It is his will it ſhould be ſo. 


Now their deſtructive poiſon flee, 
Pity their infidelity; 


| Adore that hand whoſe pow'r can raiſe, 
Dead thoughtleſs worms to ſpeak his praiſe, 


What mortal's tongue can ſound abroad, 


This 2 1 AM, the mighty Gop, 

Whole works and word aloud proclaim 

the high perfections of his name: 
2 3 
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l 
In eſſence One, in perſons Three, 
Ineffable Immenſity. F 
Ten thouſand thouſand thoughts may riſe 
In faith tranſporting ecſtaſies; 1 
Anon I'm to this period brought, 
Ile is what mortals never thought: 


Then why ſhould I attempt to ſhow 
What finite duſt ſhall never know? 
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Caan bands of angels tell us how 

He dwells in his eternal Now? 
Time can't that glorious ſtate compare, 
Paſt and to come are prelent there; 
All things at once appear in view, 
To him there's nothing old or new. 


This is the Chriſtian's Gop and guide, 
Whence all his wants are well ſupply'd: 
When Faith leads on to things unſeen, 

Nor clouds nor billows roll between, 
His foot with goſpel-truths be'ng ſhod, 

Moves ſwiftly on to worſhip Gop; 

To him alone he pays his vow, - 

He 'as no reſerves for Rimmon now: 

He with the Pſalmiſt makes his boaſts, 
And triumphs in the LoRD of Hoſts. 
O] hew I love thy law, he cries, 

And runs his race with ſweet ſurpriſe. 
Fear cannot drive, as love can draw, 

To yield obedience to the law: 

Were fulure torments done away, 


[14 A faint would egrally obey. 
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Tf in the furnace he is try'd, 

Wiſdom itſelf for him's employ'd: 
; Nothing can 'ſcape the piercing eye 

Of his refiner fitting by, _ 

Whoſe tender /ove ſhall then appear, 

Nor will he ſearch him too ſevere; | 

What's for his good he there ſhall find, 

And leave his droſs and tin behind. 


Tf he for bread or water cry, FRET 

His GoD ſhall bring him quick ſupply; _ 

The barren wilderneſs ſhall yield 5 

Proviſion as a fruitful field: 

At his command the rocks obey, 

And ſend their gliding ſtreams away. 

Why need he doubt his daily bread, 

Who oft by ravens has been fed? 

For Gop his promiſe will fulfil, 

The earth ſhall help the woman ſtill, 
Thus, if by want or pain oppreſt, 

He'll praiſe his Gop, and ſay 'tis beſt; 

Calm in his ſoul, he's led to lee, — 

'I'was not without an F need be. = | 


If perſecuted, ſtill ſupply'd; ! 
Or if caſt down, he's not deſtroy'd: | 
He hopes thro' fear, joys in diſtreſs, 5 
Depending then on faithfulneſs. 
 Whate'er he meets with in the way, 
Strength is proportion'd to his day; 
If he perceives corruptions rife, _ 
The tempter rage, and hell ſurpriſe, 

Or when to good he is inclin'd, 
If And to perform he cannot find, 
GoD's 


1 
God's ancient love the ſame abides, 
Altho' his countenance he hides: 
The feeble ſaint his courſe ſhall run, 
Till glory crown what grace begun. 
If difinal horror {ſpread him round, 
"Tis grace not {in ſhall ſup'rabound; 
To Gob his caſe he recommends, 
And on his mighty pow'r depends; 
Purge me, he cries, from ſecret ſin 
Subdue thoſe Canaanites within: 
Sway me with reverential awe, 
3 me to love and keep thy law. 
If for a night I weep and mourn, 
Joy in the morning ſhall return; 
His countenance he'll ſoon diſplay, 
And chale theſe gloomy fogs away. 
His foul ſhall then be led to trace 
The wonders of redeeming grace; 
Love fills his heart, and tunes his lays, 
His ſighs are turn'd to ſongs of praile ; 
In humble raptures now he's led, | 
To talk of CHRIST, his living bread. 


' Tho' long my foot has gone aſtray, 
And wander'd in a doubtful way, 
Beneath a load of guilt and fin. 

Oppreſs'd without, diſtreſſed within; 
How have | dragg'd the captive chain! 
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Look'd to the hills and look'd again, 
Built on the ſands, and built in vain. 
He comes, he comes, and lets me free, 
1 that was blind am made to ſee ; 

By nature loſt, by grace I'm found, 
And CurisT receives me ſafe and found: 


He 


id: 
He 


1 


He is my glorious head of grace, 1 
My hope, my truſt, my dwelling-place; 
He is my helper in diſtreſs, 

My ſure foundation, righteouſneſs. 

If at his will afflictions fpread _ 


Their ſcorching rays about my head, 


He is my rock, whoſe ſhade ſupplies 
With cooling breeze, and ſoothes my cries: 
His ftrength in weakneſs does appear, 


His Jig hf thro' darkneſs ſhines moſt clear; 


His w:/dom o'er my folly reigns, 
What 1 know not he well explains: 
My naked ſoul thus he ſupplies 
And I am comely 1n his eyes: 

He is my bread that ſhall endure, 
His everlaſting /freams are ſure ; 
He'll not his handy-work decline, 
I'm his beloved, and he's mine; 
Fleſh of his fleſh, bone of his bone; 
As head and member we are one; 
Inſeparable, ne'er to part, 

| have his love, and he my heart: 
His name l'll praiſe, and ever ſhall, 
My great, my everlaſting all. 


What richer gifts can worms poſſeſs? 


I need no more nor can have leſs. 


My prophet here to make me wile, 
At once my pbrigſt and facriftice; _ 
My Ling, whole lawful right demands 
Th' obed'ence of my heart and hands; 
My /bepherd, who my ſoul maintains, 
And leads to peaceful tertile plains: 15 

18 


( 28 ) 
His watchful eye, and tender care, 
4 guard me round, and feed me there: 
bridegroom, in whoſe robe I ſhine, 
All chat he 1s, and has, 1s mine; 
His name I bear, his wealth polleſs, 
Made perfect in his comelineſs. 
Broug ba to the church, my mother's houſe, * 
He cath me his beloved ſpouſe; _ * 
Puts his left hand beneath my head, A 
; While round about his right is laid. 11 
| Securely blefs'd in him I dwell, Fc 
I Can triumph over death and hell. It 
f If for a time he ſhould forbear N 
To let me read his love and care, OY: +: 
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Then! grow faint and drowſy too, 
0 And ſpot my garments throu = and through; 
1: To my complaint I hear him fay, ; 
My ſoul ſtill hates to put away: 

Then. then I know, what 'tis to find 
Submiſſion and a willing-mind. 


"I in my fea in farety ſtands, 
Confirm'd by everlaſting bands; | M 
£0 he engag'd e'er time beg un, | NI. 
the debts that I ſhould run WEE * 
Mol 15 tly qualify'd to do | vr 
The work he was aſſign'd unto. BY 
Paſs through the world in mean degree, U 
Through hunger, grief, and poverty; Re 
Firm as flint his face was ſet, N 
When with the armed band he met 1 Þ 9 
« Whom ſeek ye, (ſaid he) is it me? * 

If fo, then theſe pK all go free,” 
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O! to behold his bending: head, 
And hear him ſay, 74, þ roy Y 
How this excites my ſoul to praiſe, 
To love and ſerve him all my days ! 


If troubles riſe and grieve me ſore, 
My elder brother's gone before ; 
Who's not e of my cries, 
And well knows how to ſympathize: 
He is my everlaſting Viend, 
For whom he loves, he loves to th' end: 
If f1n is prevalent in me, 
No ſpot, no wrinkle he can ſee; 

For when it draws me to comply, 
He bids me ſay, Tig no more I, 
Who in this mix'd imperfect ſtate 
Oft do the very things I hate. 
Sin in his own he can't approve, 
That has his hate, and I his love: 
Behind his back they all are hurl'd ; 
He'll ſave my ſoul, or ſink a world. 


If all my foes in one combine, 
My captain will not me decline; 
My ſword and ſhield can never fail, 
And 1n his ſtrength I ſhall prevail : 
While he exalts his banner high, 
All my oppoſers yield or fly. 

He's the phy/ician of my ſoul, 
Rebukes my ſickneſs, makes me whole; 
My Faith can never doubt his ſkill, 
But reſts ſubmiſſive to his will. 


O ! 


Ta £ 
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Who can my happy ſtate declare, 


Be 


neath a tender father”s care ? 


Who'll not negle& when I complain, 


And does my ſoul in health maintain. 


Yea, e' er I ſpeak, my cafe he knows, 
And what's moſt needful he beſtows:. 


If 


I backilide, or go aſtray, 


He calls, and ſets me on my way; 
Return to me, thy dwelling-place, 
Return, return, I'll thee embrace: 


I'll thy backſlidings freely heal, 


W 


hen in his light Pm led to eye 


His matchleſs love on Calvary ; ” 
Then in the paths which he reſtores, 


My ſoul obeys, admires, adores; 


oh 
And banquets on ſubſtantial joys ; 


e then diſdains all earthly toys, 


And love and guard, and fave thee fill. 


My willing ſoul then touch'd with love, 


Swiſter than chariot-wheels does move. 


He is my pilot on the deep, 
And will my ſoul in ſafety keep: 


It 


on the brink of ruin toſt, | 


I may be rech d, but can't be 40%; 


My 


quick deliverance ſhall come, 


He ſtills the ſeas, or wafts me home. 


If my laſt minutes dull ſhould move, 


And he withhold that quickening love; 


Or gloomy ſcenes ſhould overſpread, 


And in the dark I'm put to bed, 
I've had the earneſt heretofore, 
And taſted of the joys in ſtore, 
Sure pledge of bliſs for evermore : 


Ln 7 - 
My Saviour will attend me here, 
If faith and ſenſe do not appear; 
Eternal arms ſhall raiſe me high, 
Where I ſhall dwell for ever nigh; 
Drop all my ſorrows and complaints, 
And join the thouſands of bil Tatts, 


Till wiſdom err, or grace ſhall fail, 
Or fallacy for truth prevail; 

Juſtice unjuſt, or wrong prove right, 
Or weakneſs ſtand for power or might; 
Till then the ſaint his Gop ſhall bleſs, 
And joy in CHRIST his righteouſneſs. 


Let Zion's ſons their king proclaim, 
And ſing how glorious is his name! 
Be this their theme; O! boundleſs grace, 
How well it ſuits my ſinful caſe! 


 Armimans now their ſcheme may prize, 
And boaſt of new diſcoveries ; 
Things in their natures this and that, 
And ſtrain at what they can't come at: 
What better fzne/s can they find 
Than % and light for dead and blind, 
That all for whom a Saviour dy'd, 
Shall from his fulneſs be ſupply'd. 


I might enlarge but am confin'd, 
The preſs forbids what I deſign'd: 
This muſt ſuffice inſtead of more, 
To ſhew as was obſerv'd before, 
Who doth the living Gop obey, 
Or who to helpleſs 1dols pray. £ | 

5 Now 
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Now to conclude, they're bleſt who know 
This living Gobp rules all below, 
Who by each providence diſplayͤs 
Some deep 85 in Wiſdom's ways; 
But for the grace he does beſtow, 
They praiſe the more, the more they know, 
Whilſt others, wandering aſtray, 
Far ſhort of Gop their homage pay: 


Can thoſe on mighty power rely, 


Or providential goodnefs eye? 
How can they pay that debt they owe, 
Who know not whence their mercies flow ? 


No wonder ſuch to errors run : 3 
Who know not Gop—abuſe his Son. 


My foul from. all their ſecrets flee 3 
Far fr 


om their bands, mine: honour, be; 
Their murdering hands my LORD would lay, 
For thoſe for whom he'd never pray: 
Gop's great ſalvation is made known 
For walls and bulwarks round his own; 
But, through ſelf-will, they'd fain eraſe 


The glorious ſcheme of ſovereign grace. 
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Fritten at the Concluſion of a Letter to the AuTHoR's Bo- 


noured Father, wherein was an account of the death of 


bis Son, an "__ CR years £ age. Fan. 16, 1742. 


He: done with all thoſe tranſitory tiles, 
Gone down to dwell with potentates and kings; | 
Unactive priſoners there together he, 

Crowns are neglected, ſceptres are thrown by. 


What diffirence *twixt this little babe and they? 


His tender hands-no more with cockles play; 
They from vexatious ſchemings there have reſt; 


Nor childiſh cares diſturb his little breaſt. 


Fain would affection range his actions o'er, 
While pleaſing thoughts make ſorrow rife the more; 
I huſh my murm'rings, fain would not repine, 
Acknowledging my duty's to reſign, 

Fer Tm aware my thoughts break looſe again, 
Then tears guſh out and interrupt my pen: 
I curb my paſſions, {till they rife and ſue 


For leave to bid my deareſt John adieu; 


Nought 
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Nought yields relief, or ſoothes my troubled breaſt, 


Till I can reach my rock, my hope, my oy 
Then am I ſtill confeſſing Gov is juſt, 
And has a right to challenge all to duſt: | 
In all his dealing then I acquieſce, 


Nor doubt his wvi/dow, or his faithfulneſs. 


 EPITAPH ow his Two BROTHERS. 


One departed this life at eighteen, the other at tæbenty- 
t years of age ; both buried in one grave in Bed- 


fordſhire. 5 


Mixr with the duſt beneath thine eye 


Two brothers, John and Joſeph lie. 


A ling' ring illneſs John confin'd, 
Till willing he his ſoul reſign'd. 
Joſeph's more ſhocking to our view, 

Not having time to bid adieu. 


Reader, if thou by faith can ſee, 
That JEsus bled and died for thee; 
If death in diſmal form appear, 
Thou haſt no ſolid ground for fear, 
Thou need'ſt not dread the path to try, 
As John, or Joſeph, thou may'ſt die. 
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The emptineſs of earthly toys, e 


1 


Ax0THER—0N A Youns LAbr. | 


7 How Nath we 8 to be at reſt, 
And yet how loath to be undreſt: 


This was her caſe while here below, 
Till in affliction taught to know 


And long for more ſubſtantial joys; 


Then ſhe could joy in tribulation, 
And went to bed with reſignation. 


o A Falxxp. 


Dien is the common lot of all, 


The dire effect of Adam's fall; 

The riſing hillocks near your eye, 
Preach lectures on mortality; 

But why ſhould death that ſoul diſmay, 
Where ſin's for ever done away? _ 


His EPITAPH. 


| A CRUMB of Jacob's duſt hes here below, 


Richer than all the mines in Mexico; 
Its lying in theſe ruins does not prove 


Its Lord's neglect, nor yet decay of love: 


It ever was, and is, its Lord's delight; 
And ne'er was put a moment from his ſight: 


»Twill riſe and ſhine when Nature's works are o'er, 


Bright as the firmament for evermore. 
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| dons death” did "IN alla enſuen 

7 fro alltus Loffspring juſtly. due e 
Ma an n loft hin 28 kitnde, his ſtrengths nought,, - E 

I nblek ps Ris motto, vain his brighteſt thoughts 35 


| Eden s bliſsful happy ground, . 
I. abour, and pain, and ſorrow. claſp him round. A 


B ut Gop in his own time to's choſen race, 
1 nveils the glorious myſteries of grace; 
heir ſouls being drawn, in N obedience. hall 

f NE Land choſe before the fall 
L ternal arms ſecure where grace 18 wrought; 88 
* emember theſe : are truths our BUTLER taught. = 
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